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(57) ABSTRACT

Embodiments described herein are directed towards a radar
altimeter for mounting onto an aircraft. The radar altimeter
includes a base configured to mount to an external surface of
an aircraft, the base having an inner portion and a flange
disposed around the inner portion, wherein the inner portion
has a generally rectangular geometry defining a long dimen-
sion and a short dimension. A chassis is mounted to the base
and has a planar portion that is disposed perpendicular to a
plane formed by the base. A plurality of circuit boards are
mounted to the planar portion of the chassis and disposed
parallel to the planar portion of the chassis. The base is con-
figured to mount over a second aperture in the external surface
of'the aircraft such that the chassis and the plurality of circuit
boards are placed through the aperture and are disposed
inside of the aircraft.
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AIRCRAFT RADAR ALTIMETER
STRUCTURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/601,717, filed on Feb. 22, 2012, which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

There are many designs of conventional radar altimeters
for use in an aircraft. Many conventional radar altimeters are
designed in multiple pieces, with most of the electronic com-
ponents in a line replaceable unit (LRU) that connects via one
ormore cables to one or more antennas in separate units. Such
antennas are mounted to an aircraft’s skin and the LRU may
also be mounted to the aircraft’s skin or may be mounted
somewhere else internally. Such radar altimeters require a
service person to enter the inside of the aircraft for service and
installation, and include multiple pieces to mount and main-
tain.

Other conventional radar altimeters have the electronics
and antenna(s) integrated into a single package. Many of
these radar altimeters are designed to mount to the internal
surface of the aircraft’s skin, and therefore still require a
service person to enter inside the aircraft for service and
installation. Also, many of these radar altimeters that inte-
grate the electronics and antenna(s) have a large footprint on
the aircraft’s skin, which results in having to cut structure
members for the aircraft’s skin. Cutting the structural mem-
bers reduces the structural integrity of those structural mem-
bers, requiring a structure plate to be added to address the
structural deficiency in that area. As such, these conventional
radar altimeters have significant installation requirements.

Still other conventional radar altimeters are mounted to an
aircraft such that the structure extends significantly outward
(e.g., 0.75-3 inches) from the exterior of the aircraft. Such a
structure can affect the aerodynamics of the aircraft and is
also more directly exposed to weather.

SUMMARY

Embodiments described herein are directed towards a
radar altimeter for mounting onto an aircraft. The radar altim-
eter includes a base configured to mount to an external surface
of an aircraft, the base having an inner portion defining a first
aperture and a flange disposed around the inner portion,
wherein the inner portion has a generally rectangular geom-
etry defining a long dimension and a short dimension. A
chassis is mounted to the base and has a planar portion that is
disposed perpendicular to a plane formed by the base and
extends parallel to the long dimension of the generally rect-
angular geometry. A plurality of circuit boards are mounted to
the planar portion of the chassis and disposed parallel to the
planar portion of the chassis. An antenna module is disposed
proximate a first aperture formed in the base, the antenna
module coupled to at least one of the plurality of circuit
boards. The base is configured to mount over a second aper-
ture in the external surface of the aircraft such that the chassis
and the plurality of circuit boards are placed through the
aperture and are disposed inside of the aircraft.

DRAWINGS

Understanding that the drawings depict only exemplary
embodiments and are not therefore to be considered limiting
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in scope, the exemplary embodiments will be described with
additional specificity and detail through the use of the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a cut-away perspective view of an internal side of
an aircraft exterior having a radar altimeter that is attached to
an exterior surface of the aircraft and is primarily contained in
the area internal to the aircraft according to embodiments
described herein.

FIG. 2A is a partially exploded view showing the exterior
surface of the aircraft exterior and the radar altimeter accord-
ing to embodiments described herein.

FIG. 2B is a cut-away perspective view showing the radar
altimeter installed in the aperture of the aircraft exterior
according to embodiments described herein.

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of a radar altimeter according to
embodiments described herein.

FIG. 4 is a cut-away view of the radar altimeter of FIG. 3
according to embodiments described herein.

In accordance with common practice, the various
described features are not drawn to scale but are drawn to
emphasize specific features relevant to the exemplary
embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a cut-away perspective view of an internal side of
an aircraft exterior 102 having a radar altimeter 100 that is
attached to an exterior surface of the aircraft and is primarily
contained in the area internal to the aircraft. As shown in the
cut-away view of FIG. 1, the aircraft exterior 102 includes a
plurality of structural members 104 and the aircraft skin 106.
The term “structural member” as used herein includes any
elongated structure that extends along the aircraft skin 106 to
provide structural support for the aircraft skin 106. In many
implementations, the internal surface of the aircraft skin 106
is fastened to the structure member 104. The structural mem-
bers 104 can include a stringer, longeron, rib, frame, former,
or other structural member to which the aircraft skin 106 is
attached. In some modern aircraft, there is less than three
inches of space between adjacent structural members 104.

The radar altimeter 100 described herein has dimensions
that enable the altimeter 100 to be installed in-between par-
ticular adjacent structural members 104 without requiring
cutting and removal of significant portions of such structural
members 104. The radar altimeter 100 has a generally rect-
angular cross-section defining a short dimension and a long
dimension. The short dimension is less than 3 inches in length
enabling the radar altimeter to be installed in-between adja-
cent structural members 104.

FIG. 2A is a partially exploded view showing the exterior
surface 201 of the aircraft exterior 102 and the radar altimeter
100. As shown, an aperture 202 is cut into the aircraft exterior
102. The aperture 202 is sized such that the body 204 of the
radar altimeter 100 can be inserted through the aperture 202
and the mounting flange 206 of the radar altimeter 100 will
contact the exterior surface of the aircraft exterior 102 adja-
cent the aperture 202. The mounting flange 206 can then be
fastened to the aircraft exterior 102, such as with a plurality of
bolts.

The aperture 202 can be generally rectangular in shape to
match the cross-section of the radar altimeter 100. The aper-
ture 202 can be less than 3 inches across in the short dimen-
sion and the aperture 202 can be disposed between adjacent
structural members 104.

FIG. 2B is a cut-away perspective view showing the radar
altimeter 100 installed in the aperture 202 of the aircraft
exterior 102. As shown, the flange 206 of the radar altimeter
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100 abuts against the exterior surface 201 of the aircraft
exterior 102. A plurality of fasteners (e.g., bolts) can be used
to secure the flange 206 against the aircraft exterior 102.
Advantageously, when installed in the aircraft, the vast major-
ity of the radar altimeter 100 is disposed internal to the aircraft
exterior 102, and the radar altimeter 100 protrudes outward
from the aircraft exterior 102 only a small distance. In an
example, the radar altimeter 100 protrudes less than 5 mm
outward from the aircraft exterior 102.

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the radar altimeter 100. The
radar altimeter 100 includes a base 302. The base includes an
inner portion 308 defining a first aperture 310 and a flange 312
forming a perimeter around the inner portion 308. The edge of
the inner portion 308 is raised relative to the flange 312 and is
configured to fit inside of the aperture 202 in the aircraft
exterior 102. The inner portion 308 has a generally rectangu-
lar geometry defining a short dimension 304 and a long
dimension 306. The short dimension 304 is less than 3 inches
in length such that the inner portion 308 can be disposed
between adjacent structural members 104. In an example, the
short dimension is about 2.5 inches and the long dimension
306 is about 6.1 inches. The flange 312 is configured to
contact and attach to an exterior surface of the aircraft skin
106 adjacent to and surrounding the aperture 202. In this
example, the flange 312 is configured to be attached to the
aircraft exterior 102 with a plurality of bolts (e.g., 8 bolts). In
an example, the base 302 is composed of metal.

One or more antenna modules 313 are configured to be
attached to the inner portion 308 of the base 302. The antenna
module(s) 313 can include one or more antennas. The antenna
module(s) 313 are mounted to the base 302 such that the one
or more antennas can transmit and receive signals through the
first aperture 310 in the base 302. In an example, a portion of
the antenna module(s) 313 extends into or through the first
aperture 310 to provide the antennas with a wider window to
transmit and receive signals. In some examples, more than
one first aperture 310 can be included in the base 302 to
accommodate more than one antenna module 313, and/or
antennas.

The radar altimeter 100 also includes a chassis 314 to
which a plurality of circuit boards are mounted. The chassis
314 includes a planar portion 316 and a plurality of side walls
318 extending from edges of the planar portion 316. The
chassis 314 is attached to the inner portion 308 of the base
302. The chassis 314 is sized to fit inside the aperture 202 in
the aircraft exterior 102. As such, the chassis 314 is mounted
such that it is longer in a dimension parallel to the long
dimension 306 of the inner portion 102 and is less than 3
inches in length in a direction parallel to the short dimension
304. The planar portion 316 of the chassis 318 is configured
to have circuit boards mounted thereto. The chassis 314 is
oriented such that the planar portion 316 is perpendicular to a
plane formed by the base 302 and extends in parallel with the
long dimension 306 of the inner portion 102. In an example,
the chassis 314 is composed of metal.

The plurality of circuit boards mounted to the chassis 314
include a radio frequency (RF) circuit board 320. The RF
circuit board 320 includes components to form the transceiver
front end for the radar altimeter 100. In an example, the RF
circuit board 320 includes the analog and digital RF compo-
nents of the transceiver such as a fractional-n synthesizer, a
transmit amplifier, a processing device, a master clock, and an
analog to digital converter. In an example, the RF circuit
board 320 is coupled to the antenna module 313 via a blind
mate connector for transmission and reception of signals. The
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RF circuit board 320 is mounted to a first side of the planar
portion 316 of the chassis 314 and is oriented in parallel to the
planar portion 316.

The plurality of circuit boards also include a digital circuit
board 322. The digital circuit board 322 includes components
to perform digital processing for the radar altimeter including
at least one processing device. In an example, the digital
circuit board 322 includes digital components such as a digi-
tal signal processor (DSP), memory and input/output devices.
The digital circuit board 322 is mounted to a second side of
the planar portion 316 and is oriented in parallel to the planar
portion 316, wherein the second side of the planar portion 316
is reverse of the first side. The plurality of circuit boards also
include a power supply board 324. The power supply board
324 includes components to condition and provide power to
components on the digital circuit board 322 and the RF circuit
board 320. The power supply board 324 is mounted to the
sidewalls 318 of the chassis 314 and is oriented parallel to the
planar portion 316 of the chassis 314. In this example, the
power supply board 324 is disposed outward from the digital
circuit board 322.

In an example, a plurality of isolation covers are also
included to isolate RF signals between the respective circuit
boards 320, 322, 324, as well as to reduce RF signals outside
of'the radar altimeter 100. The chassis 314 being composed of
metal provides isolation between the RF circuit board 320 and
the digital circuit board 322. A first isolation cover 326 is
disposed to cover the side of the RF circuit board 320 that is
reverse of the planar portion 316 of the chassis 314. The first
isolation cover 326 can be mounted to the chassis 314 along
with the RF circuit board 320 using a plurality of screws. A
second isolation cover 328 is disposed to cover the side of the
digital circuit board 322 that is reverse of the planar portion
316 of the chassis 314 and, as such, is disposed between the
digital circuit board 322 and the power supply board 324. The
second isolation cover 328 can be mounted to the chassis 314
along with the digital circuit board 322 using a plurality of
screws. A third isolation cover 330 is disposed to cover the
side of the power supply board 324 that is reverse of the
second isolation cover 328. The third isolation cover 330 can
be mounted to the chassis 314 along with the power supply
board 334 using a plurality of screws. The first, second, and
third isolation covers 326,328, 330 can be composed of metal
or other suitable material for RF signal isolation.

With the circuit boards 320, 322, 324 mounted (via the
chassis 314) to the base 302 in an “upright” manner (i.e.,
perpendicular to the base 302), enables the overall geometry
of the radar altimeter 100 to be less than 3 inches in the short
dimension 304. This facilitates mounting the radar altimeter
between the structural members 104 in an aircraft’s exterior
102.

The radar altimeter 100 also includes an environmental
housing 332 disposed over and around the chassis 314, the
plurality of circuit boards 320, 322, 324 and their isolation
covers 326, 328, 330. The environmental housing 332 is
attached to the chassis 314, such that the chassis 314, the
plurality of circuit boards 320, 322, 324 and their isolation
covers 326, 328, 330 are enclosed by the environmental hous-
ing 332 and the base 302.

A lightning protection circuit board 334 is disposed out-
ward from a first edge of the planar portion 316 of the chassis
314, the first edge being opposite an edge of the planar portion
316 of the chassis 314 that is proximate the base 302. The
lightning protection circuit board 334 includes components to
protect the other components of the radar altimeter 100 from
lightning induced currents on cables connected to a connector
336 of the radar altimeter 100. Such cables run within the
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aircraft to other devices in the aircraft and can have currents
induced thereon during a lighting strike of the aircraft. In an
example, the lightning protection circuit board 334 is oriented
in parallel with the base. In an example, the lightning protec-
tion circuit board 334 is attached to an inside of the environ-
mental housing 332. The connector 336 extends out of a
second aperture 338 in the environmental housing 332 for
connection to cables running through the aircraft. In an
example, power and digital and analog signals used to control
and monitor performance of the radar altimeter 100 are pro-
vided through the connector 336. A gasket 340 is disposed on
the surface of the flange 312 which contacts the exterior
surface of the aircraft.

FIG. 4 is a cut-away view of the radar altimeter 100. As
shown, the environmental housing 332 is mounted to the
chassis 314 and engages the base 302 which together encloses
the electronic components. Inside the environmental housing
332, the chassis 314 is mounted to the base 302. The first
isolation cover 326 and RF circuit board 320 are mounted to
a first side of the chassis 314. The third isolation cover 330,
power supply board 324, second isolation cover 328, and
digital circuit board 322 are mounted to a second and reverse
side of the chassis 314. The assembled radar altimeter 100 is
configured to mount to the exterior surface of the aircraft via
the flange 312 of the base 302.

Advantageously, the radar altimeter described with respect
to FIGS. 1-4 enables a short connection distance between the
antenna(s) in the antenna module(s) 313 and the electronics
on the RF circuit board 320. Additionally, the shape of the
package enables the radar altimeter 100 to fit within a re-
enforcement structure (structural members and frames) of the
fuselage. Specifically, newer class aircraft use structural
members that are narrowly spaced. The package of the altim-
eter 100 is designed to avoid cutting away any structural
member or frames to allow installation. This reduces the cost
of integration of the radar altimeter 100 and achieves a large
weight saving by eliminating the need to add “sister” struc-
ture structural members and frames that would otherwise
have been cut away to make room for the altimeter environ-
mental housing and connector. Thus, the aspect ratio and the
height of the package have been set such that the radar altim-
eter 100 will fit on a large number of aircraft fuselages with
little impact to the fuselage structure.

The radar altimeter 100 can be assembled by attaching a
plurality of circuit boards 320, 322, 324 to the chassis 314,
wherein the plurality of circuit boards 320, 322, 324 are
oriented in parallel with the planar portion 316 of the chassis
314. Attaching the plurality of circuit boards 320, 322, 324
includes attaching the RF circuit board 320 to a first side of
the planar portion 316 and attaching the digital circuit board
322 to a second side of the planar portion 316, wherein the
second side of the planar portion is reverse of the first side.
Attaching the plurality of circuit boards 320, 322, 324 also
includes attaching the power supply board 324 to the side-
walls 318 of the chassis 314, proximate the digital circuit
board 322.

A first, second, and third isolation covers 326, 328, 330 can
also be attached to the chassis 314. The first isolation cover
326 can be attached along with the RF circuit board 320 to the
first side of the planar portion 316. The second isolation cover
328 can be attached along with the digital circuit board 324 to
the second side of the planar portion 316. The third isolation
cover 330 can be attached along with the power supply board
324 to the sidewalls 318 of the chassis 314.

The chassis 314 can be attached to the inner portion 308 of
the base 302, such that the planar portion 316 and the plurality
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of circuit boards 320, 322, 324 are oriented perpendicular to
the base 302 and extend in parallel with the long dimension
306 of the inner portion 308.

The lighting protection circuit board 334 can be disposed
onthe top edge of the chassis 314. The environmental housing
332 is placed around the chassis 314 having the plurality of
circuit boards, 320, 322, 324 and the isolation covers 326,
328, 330 attached thereto and the lightning protection circuit
board 334 thereon. As the environmental housing 332 is
placed around the chassis 314, the connector 336 is inserted
through the aperture 338 in the environmental housing 332.
The chassis 314 can then be attached to the base 302. The
gasket 340 can be placed on the flange 312 of the base 302.

Once the radar altimeter 100 is assembled. The radar altim-
eter 100 can be inserted into an aperture 202 in an aircraft’s
exterior 102 by inserting the environmental housing 332
along with the chassis 314, the plurality of circuit boards, 320,
322,324, the isolation covers 326,328, 330, and the lightning
protection circuit board 334 therein into the aperture 202. The
radar altimeter 100 is inserted until the flange 312 contacts the
exterior surface of the aircraft’s exterior 102. The flange 312
can then be fastened to the aircraft’s exterior 102 by, for
example, a plurality of bolts.

In this way, the vast majority of the radar altimeter 100 can
be contained internal to the aircraft’s exterior 102, while still
being able to be removed and installed form the exterior of the
aircraft. Additionally, the aspect ratio of the radar altimeter
100 enables the radar altimeter 100 to be installed in between
structural members 104 in the aircraft. Finally, the radar
altimeter 100 provides access for the antenna mounted in the
base 102 to send and receive signals outside of the aircraft.
The base 302, while being mounted to the external surface of
the aircraft, extends less than 5 mm outward from the external
surface of the aircraft’s skin 106. This produces little acrody-
namic effect on the aircraft.

Inan example, the radar altimeter 100 is a frequency modu-
lated continuous wave (FMCW) radar that can transmit and
receive from a single antenna with high sensitivity.

Example Embodiments

Example 1 includes a radar altimeter for mounting onto an
aircraft, the radar altimeter comprising: a base configured to
mount to an external surface of an aircraft, the base having an
inner portion defining a first aperture and a flange disposed
around the inner portion, wherein the inner portion has a
generally rectangular geometry defining a long dimension
and a short dimension; a chassis mounted to the base and
having a planar portion that is disposed perpendicular to a
plane formed by the base and extends parallel to the long
dimension of the generally rectangular geometry; a plurality
of circuit boards mounted to the planar portion of the chassis
and disposed parallel to the planar portion of the chassis; and
an antenna module disposed proximate a first aperture formed
in the base, the antenna module coupled to at least one of the
plurality of circuit boards; wherein the base is configured to
mount over a second aperture in the external surface of the
aircraft such that the chassis and the plurality of circuit boards
are placed through the aperture and are disposed inside of the
aircraft.

Example 2 includes the radar altimeter of Example 1,
wherein the inner portion is configured to fit inside the second
aperture in the external surface of the aircraft, the inner por-
tion defining the first aperture for the antenna module and
configured to have the chassis mounted thereto, and wherein
the base includes a flange forming a perimeter around the
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inner portion, the flange configured to be attached to the
external surface of the aircraft.

Example 3 includes the radar altimeter of any of Examples
1 or 2, wherein the plurality of circuit boards include: an RF
circuit board mounted to a first side of the planar portion of
the chassis, the RF circuit board including a transceiver front
end; and a digital circuit board mounted to a second side of the
planar portion of the chassis, the second side reverse of the
first side, the digital circuit board including at least one pro-
cessing device; wherein the chassis is composed of a metal
and configured to isolate radio frequency signals between the
first and second sides.

Example 4 includes the radar altimeter of Example 3,
wherein the plurality of circuit boards include a power supply
board configured to condition power for the digital circuit
board and the RF circuit board; and wherein the radar altim-
eter includes an isolation board disposed between the power
supply board and the digital circuit board, the isolation board
configured to isolate radio frequency signals between the
digital circuit board and the power supply board.

Example 5 includes the radar altimeter of Example 4, com-
prising: a first isolation cover disposed to cover a side of the
RF circuit board that is reverse of the chassis; and a second
isolation cover disposed to cover a side of the power supply
board that is reverse of the isolation board.

Example 6 includes the radar altimeter of any of Examples
1-5, comprising: a lightning protection circuit board oriented
parallel to the base and disposed outward from a first edge of
the planar portion of the chassis, the first edge opposite the
base.

Example 7 includes the radar altimeter of Example 6,
wherein the lightning protection circuit board includes a con-
nector for connecting to a communication cable.

Example 8 includes the radar altimeter of Example 7, com-
prising: an environmental housing disposed over and around
the chassis, the plurality of circuit boards, and the lightning
protection circuit board, the environmental housing defining
a third aperture wherein the connector extends through the
third aperture.

Example 9 includes the radar altimeter of any of Examples
1-8, wherein the antenna module is configured to transmit and
receive signals through the first aperture.

Example 10 includes a method of constructing a radar
altimeter, the method comprising: providing a chassis com-
posed primarily of a planar portion; attaching a plurality of
circuit boards to the planar portion of the chassis, wherein the
plurality of circuit boards are oriented in parallel with the
planar portion of the chassis; providing a base configured to
mount to an external surface of an aircraft, the base having
inner portion that has a generally rectangular geometry defin-
ing a short dimension and a long dimension, wherein the short
dimension of the generally rectangular geometry is less than
3 inches in length; attaching an antenna module to the base;
attaching the chassis to the base such that the planar portion is
perpendicular to the base; providing an environmental hous-
ing configured to surround the chassis and the plurality of
circuit boards; inserting the chassis with the plurality of cir-
cuit boards attached thereto into the environmental housing;
and attaching the environmental housing to the chassis.

Example 11 includes the method of Example 10, wherein
the inner portion defines a first aperture, the inner portion
configured to fit inside a second aperture in an external sur-
face of the aircraft, wherein the base includes a flange form-
ing a perimeter around the inner portion, the flange config-
ured to be attached to the external surface of the aircraft; and
wherein attaching an antenna module to the base includes
positioning a portion of the antenna module inside the first
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aperture; and wherein attaching a chassis to the base includes
attaching the chassis to the inner portion of the base.

Example 12 includes the method of any of Examples 10 or
11, comprising: attaching a lightning protection circuit board
to an internal surface of the environmental housing, wherein
attaching the lightning protection circuit board includes
inserting a connector on the lightning protection circuit board
through a third aperture defined in the environmental hous-
ing.

Example 13 includes the method of any of Examples
10-12, wherein attaching a plurality of circuit boards to the
planar portion of the chassis includes: attaching an RF circuit
board to a first side of the planar portion, the RF circuit board
including a transceiver front end; and attaching a digital cir-
cuit board to a second side of the planar portion, the second
side reverse of the first side, the digital circuit board including
at least one processing device.

Example 14 includes the method of Example 13, wherein
attaching the digital circuit board to the chassis includes
attaching a first isolation cover along with the digital circuit
board to the chassis, wherein the first isolation cover is dis-
posed to cover a side of the digital circuit board that is reverse
of'the planar portion of the chassis; attaching a power supply
board to the chassis proximate a side of the isolation board
that is reverse of the digital circuit board, wherein the power
supply board is disposed parallel to the planar portion of the
chassis; and wherein inserting the chassis with the plurality of
circuit boards attached thereto into the environmental hous-
ing includes inserting the first isolation board and the power
supply board attached to chassis into the environmental hous-
ing.

Example 15 includes the method of Example 14, wherein:
wherein attaching an RF circuit board to the chassis includes
attaching a second isolation cover along with the RF circuit
board to the chassis, wherein the second isolation cover is
disposed to cover a side of the RF circuit board that is reverse
of'the chassis; and wherein attaching a power supply board to
the chassis includes attaching a third isolation cover along
with the power supply board to the chassis wherein the third
isolation cover is disposed to cover a side of the power supply
board that is reverse of the isolation board; wherein inserting
the chassis with the plurality of circuit boards attached thereto
into the environmental housing includes inserting the second
isolation cover and the third isolation cover attached to the RF
circuit board and the power supply board respectively, into
the environmental housing.

Example 16 includes a radar altimeter for mounting onto
an aircraft, the radar altimeter comprising: a base including an
inner portion defining a first aperture and a flange forming a
perimeter around the inner portion, the inner portion having a
generally rectangular geometry defining a short dimension
and a long dimension, wherein the short dimension is less
than 3 inches in length, wherein the inner portion is config-
ured to fitinside a second aperture in an external surface of the
aircraft and the flange configured to attach to the external
surface of the aircraft surrounding the second aperture; an
antenna module disposed in the first aperture of the inner
portion of the base; a chassis mounted to the inner portion of
the base, the chassis having a planar portion that is disposed
perpendicular to the base, the chassis composed of metal; an
RF circuit board mounted to a first side of the planar portion
of'the chassis such that the RF circuit board is parallel to the
planar portion of the chassis, the RF circuit board including a
transceiver front end; a digital circuit board mounted to a
second side of the planar portion of the chassis such that the
digital circuit board is parallel to the planar portion of the
chassis, the second side reverse of the first side, the digital
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circuit board including at least one processing device; and
wherein the chassis and the plurality of circuit boards are
configured to be inserted through the second aperture and
disposed inside the aircraft when the base is mounted to the
external surface of the aircraft.

Example 17 includes the radar altimeter of Example 16,
comprising: a power supply board mounted to the chassis
such that the power supply board is parallel to the planar
portion of the chassis and outward from the second side of the
planar portion.

Example 18 includes the radar altimeter of Example 17,
comprising: a first isolation cover disposed between the digi-
tal circuit board and the power supply board and disposed to
cover a side of the digital circuit board that is reverse of the
planar portion; a second isolation cover disposed to cover a
side of the RF circuit board that is reverse of the planar
portion; and a third isolation cover disposed to cover a side of
the power supply board that is reverse of the first isolation
cover.

Example 19 includes the radar altimeter of any of
Examples 16-18, comprising: an environmental housing dis-
posed over and around the chassis, the RF circuit board, and
the digital circuit board.

Example 20 includes the radar altimeter of Example 19,
comprising: a lightning protection circuit board oriented par-
allel to the base and disposed outward from an edge of the
planar portion of the chassis that is opposite the base.

What is claimed is:

1. A radar altimeter for mounting onto an aircraft, the radar
altimeter comprising:

a base configured to mount to an external surface of an
aircraft, the base having an inner portion defining a first
aperture and a flange disposed around the inner portion,
wherein the inner portion has a generally rectangular
geometry defining a long dimension and a short dimen-
sion;

a chassis mounted to the base and having a planar portion
that is disposed perpendicular to a plane formed by the
base and extends parallel to the long dimension of the
generally rectangular geometry;

a plurality of circuit boards mounted to the planar portion
of'the chassis and disposed parallel to the planar portion
of the chassis; and

an antenna module disposed proximate a first aperture
formed in the base, the antenna module coupled to at
least one of the plurality of circuit boards;

wherein the base is configured to mount over a second
aperture in the external surface of the aircraft such that
the chassis and the plurality of circuit boards are placed
through the aperture and are disposed inside of the air-
craft.

2. The radar altimeter of claim 1, wherein the inner portion
is configured to fit inside the second aperture in the external
surface of the aircraft, the inner portion defining the first
aperture for the antenna module and configured to have the
chassis mounted thereto, and wherein the base includes a
flange forming a perimeter around the inner portion, the
flange configured to be attached to the external surface of the
aircraft.

3. The radar altimeter of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
circuit boards include:

an RF circuit board mounted to a first side of the planar
portion of the chassis, the RF circuit board including a
transceiver front end; and
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a digital circuit board mounted to a second side of the
planar portion of the chassis, the second side reverse of
the first side, the digital circuit board including at least
one processing device;

wherein the chassis is composed of a metal and configured
to isolate radio frequency signals between the first and
second sides.

4. The radar altimeter of claim 3, wherein the plurality of
circuit boards include a power supply board configured to
condition power for the digital circuit board and the RF circuit
board; and

wherein the radar altimeter includes an isolation board
disposed between the power supply board and the digital
circuit board, the isolation board configured to isolate
radio frequency signals between the digital circuit board
and the power supply board.

5. The radar altimeter of claim 4, comprising:

a first isolation cover disposed to cover a side of the RF
circuit board that is reverse of the chassis; and

a second isolation cover disposed to cover a side of the
power supply board that is reverse of the isolation board.

6. The radar altimeter of claim 1, comprising:

a lightning protection circuit board oriented parallel to the
base and disposed outward from a first edge of the planar
portion of the chassis, the first edge opposite the base.

7. The radar altimeter of claim 6, wherein the lightning
protection circuit board includes a connector for connecting
to a communication cable.

8. The radar altimeter of claim 7, comprising:

an environmental housing disposed over and around the
chassis, the plurality of circuit boards, and the lightning
protection circuit board, the environmental housing
defining a third aperture wherein the connector extends
through the third aperture.

9. The radar altimeter of claim 1, wherein the antenna
module is configured to transmit and receive signals through
the first aperture.

10. A method of constructing a radar altimeter, the method
comprising:

providing a chassis composed primarily of a planar por-
tion;

attaching a plurality of circuit boards to the planar portion
of the chassis, wherein the plurality of circuit boards are
oriented in parallel with the planar portion of the chassis;

providing a base configured to mount to an external surface
of an aircraft, the base having inner portion that has a
generally rectangular geometry defining a short dimen-
sion and a long dimension, wherein the short dimension
of the generally rectangular geometry is less than 3
inches in length;

attaching an antenna module to the base;

attaching the chassis to the base such that the planar portion
is perpendicular to the base;

providing an environmental housing configured to sur-
round the chassis and the plurality of circuit boards;

inserting the chassis with the plurality of circuit boards
attached thereto into the environmental housing; and

attaching the environmental housing to the chassis.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the inner portion
defines a first aperture, the inner portion configured to fit
inside a second aperture in an external surface of the aircraft,
wherein the base includes a flange forming a perimeter
around the inner portion, the flange configured to be attached
to the external surface of the aircraft; and

wherein attaching an antenna module to the base includes
positioning a portion of the antenna module inside the
first aperture; and
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wherein attaching a chassis to the base includes attaching

the chassis to the inner portion of the base.

12. The method of claim 10, comprising:

attaching a lightning protection circuit board to an internal

surface of the environmental housing, wherein attaching
the lightning protection circuit board includes inserting
a connector on the lightning protection circuit board
through a third aperture defined in the environmental
housing.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein attaching a plurality
of circuit boards to the planar portion of the chassis includes:

attaching an RF circuit board to a first side of the planar

portion, the RF circuit board including a transceiver
front end; and

attaching a digital circuit board to a second side of the

planar portion, the second side reverse of the first side,
the digital circuit board including at least one processing
device.
14. The method of claim 13, wherein attaching the digital
circuit board to the chassis includes attaching a first isolation
cover along with the digital circuit board to the chassis,
wherein the first isolation cover is disposed to cover a side of
the digital circuit board that is reverse of the planar portion of
the chassis;
attaching a power supply board to the chassis proximate a
side of the first isolation cover that is reverse of the
digital circuit board, wherein the power supply board is
disposed parallel to the planar portion of the chassis; and

wherein inserting the chassis with the plurality of circuit
boards attached thereto into the environmental housing
includes inserting the first isolation cover and the power
supply board attached to chassis into the environmental
housing.
15. The method of claim 14, wherein:
wherein attaching an RF circuit board to the chassis
includes attaching a second isolation cover along with
the RF circuit board to the chassis, wherein the second
isolation cover is disposed to cover a side of the RF
circuit board that is reverse of the chassis; and
wherein attaching a power supply board to the chassis
includes attaching a third isolation cover along with the
power supply board to the chassis wherein the third
isolation cover is disposed to cover a side of the power
supply board that is reverse of first the isolation cover;

wherein inserting the chassis with the plurality of circuit
boards attached thereto into the environmental housing
includes inserting the second isolation cover and the
third isolation cover attached to the RF circuit board and
the power supply board respectively, into the environ-
mental housing.

16. A radar altimeter for mounting onto an aircraft, the
radar altimeter comprising:
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a base including an inner portion defining a first aperture
and a flange forming a perimeter around the inner por-
tion, the inner portion having a generally rectangular
geometry defining a short dimension and a long dimen-
sion, wherein the short dimension is less than 3 inches in
length, wherein the inner portion is configured to fit
inside a second aperture in an external surface of the
aircraft and the flange is configured to attach to the
external surface of the aircraft surrounding the second
aperture;

an antenna module disposed in the first aperture of the inner
portion of the base;

a chassis mounted to the inner portion of the base, the
chassis having a planar portion that is disposed perpen-
dicular to the base, the chassis composed of metal;

an RF circuit board mounted to a first side of the planar
portion of the chassis such that the RF circuit board is
parallel to the planar portion of the chassis, the RF
circuit board including a transceiver front end;

a digital circuit board mounted to a second side of the
planar portion of the chassis such that the digital circuit
board is parallel to the planar portion of the chassis, the
second side reverse of the first side, the digital circuit
board including at least one processing device; and

wherein the chassis and the plurality of circuit boards are
configured to be inserted through the second aperture
and disposed inside the aircraft when the base is
mounted to the external surface of the aircraft.

17. The radar altimeter of claim 16, comprising:

a power supply board mounted to the chassis such that the
power supply board is parallel to the planar portion of
the chassis and outward from the second side of the
planar portion.

18. The radar altimeter of claim 17, comprising:

a first isolation cover disposed between the digital circuit
board and the power supply board and disposed to cover
a side of the digital circuit board that is reverse of the
planar portion;

a second isolation cover disposed to cover a side of the RF
circuit board that is reverse of the planar portion; and
athird isolation cover disposed to cover a side of the power

supply board that is reverse of the first isolation cover.

19. The radar altimeter of claim 16, comprising:

an environmental housing disposed over and around the
chassis, the RF circuit board, and the digital circuit
board.

20. The radar altimeter of claim 19, comprising:

a lightning protection circuit board oriented parallel to the
base and disposed outward from an edge of the planar
portion of the chassis that is opposite the base.
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